Tom Kerrigan Memorial Baseball Tournament

Tournament Playing Rules

1. Games will be playing according to current OFFICAL BASEBALL RULES as published by Major League Baseball. Exceptions: No pitch clock, no minimum batters faced by relief pitchers, no pitcher disengagement limits, no ban on defensive shifts. This includes the major league rules for the “Designated Hitter”.
2. Only SOLID wood bats may be used. NO composite or bamboo bats are allowed and considered illegal bats
3. The committee will determine game starting times when the playing schedule is adopted.

4. Team manager will report to Field Manager upon arrival. 
5. During Pool Play the Home team will be decided by a flip of a coin prior to the game time. In bracket play the home team will be the higher seed.
6. Each team will be allowed to warm-up in the outfield prior to the game.

7. Team representative will present starting line-up card to the umpire, opposing team manager, and Field Manager five (5) minutes prior to game time. Umpire/Field Manager will give the ground rules at this time.
8. Unsuited persons, except duly authorized tournament officials, will not be permitted on the playing field or in the dugouts.

9. All games will be a full 7 innings. Games started will be completed from the point of interruption/suspension.  With the exception of the 10 run rule. (rule 10)
10. The game shall end when the visiting team is behind ten(10) or more runs after 4 ½ innings, or after the 5th inning, if either team is 10 or more runs behind and both teams have had an equal number of times at bat.

11. Speed up rules will be in place when deemed necessary by “Tournament Officials”.  Umpires will take necessary steps to expedite the playing and completion of all games in a reasonable amount of time. After an out is made, the ball will not be thrown around the infield.  When a putout is made at first, throw the ball back to the pitcher. When a strikeout is made, a throw to the third baseman will be permitted.

12. Pitchers will be allowed eight (8) warm-up pitches between innings. New pitchers entering the game will be allowed eight (8) warm-up pitches. 
13. In cases of accidents or other unforeseen circumstance involving a traveling team, the tournament committee through its agent in charge of each game may grant additional time.

14. Game starting times are listed on the playing schedule; Teams are expected to fully cooperate as to their responsibility in this very important matter.  Field managers will be urged to use good judgment in any allowances made for a tardy start of a scheduled game.
15. Teams are allowed to use an EH (extra hitter) in their lineups. The EH, however, is limited to batting. The EH is not permitted to move to a position in the field. IF AN EH IS GOING TO BE USED YOU MUST START WITH AN EH AND END WITH AN EH
16. Re-entered player – Any of the starting players may be withdrawn and re-entered once, including the designated hitter, provided such player occupies the same batting position whenever he is in the lineup. A substitute who is withdrawn may not re-enter. 

17. COURTESY RUNNER WILL BE ALLOW WITH TWO OUTS FOR THE PITCHER OR CATCHER ONLY. Players who have participated in the game in any other capacity are ineligible to serve as courtesy runners.

18. Extra innings: Major League extra inning rule will be followed starting the top of the 8th inning. Runner on second to start the inning.

19. GAME PROTEST DECISIONS: Before a protest is made, managers should take into consideration the following:

· Does the protest have a direct bearing on the outcome or score of a game?

· No protest will ever be permitted on judgment decisions of an umpire

     GAME PROEST PROCEDURE: 

· The manager of the protesting team will notify the umpire in chief at the time of the protested play and prior to the following play or pitch that the game is played under protest.

· The protesting manager will, when the protest is made, post a fifty dollar $50.00 protest fee in cash with the field manager together with the article and section of the rules allegedly violated.  If the protest is upheld, the protest fee will be returned.  If the protest is denied, the Tom Kerrigan Memorial Tournament will retain the fee.

· When a protest is made, it must be resolved before play can be resumed.  No game will be played under protest

TO FURTHER CLARIFY THE ABOVE… A member of the protest committee is always present at each field during every game.  All field managers are considered members of the protest committee.  He may, at his discretion, call for additional assistance from the league officers.

20. SPECIAL TOURNAMENT RULES: The tournament committee will rule on any point not specially covered by the tournament rules.  Such decision or ruling will be final.
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